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Oak permiraiing 
Volunteers for Rare Plant Monitoring 
Speaker: Andy Arnold, DNRE 


Various plant communities in Victoria are under threat from processes such as salin- 
ity, careless spraying of herbicides, overgrazing, urban development and so on. For 
exainple, in the basalt grasslands of the Western District, less than 1% of the vegeta- 
tion community is left. Because this community is not very showy it commands less 
attention from the public, and due to its very short flowering season it is not readily 
scen. Remnants of plant communities can be found on roadsides, railway and recrea- 
tion reserves and in cemeteries. 


From its databases, DNRE has developed a population monitoring scheme known as 
Vrotpop: Victorian Rare or Threatened Populations. In SW Victoria there are 44 
species classified as vulnerable and 49 as endangered. Categories are based on the 
number of populations, the land status (e.g. National Park, road reserve etc.) and 
whether they are monitored. 


Monitoring is the act of recording over time, a process which enables changes in the 
status or condition of plant populations to be detected. This then provides a guide to 
the way populations can be managed in the future. 


Methods of monitoring include: preparing an inventory; qualitative, surveillance and 
research monitoring and risk-based assessment. Monitoring includes locating the 
populations by giving GPS or map grid references, noting the land status, the num- 
ber of plants, whether the population is expanding or declining, identifying the 
threats to its survival, and describing current site management. Categories describing 
the number of populations and the nature of the land are then devised based on this 
information. 


A comprehensive form has been prepared for field recording and interested individu- 
als are encouraged to participate in monitoring. The 4-page form asks for details such 
as location, area occupied, population age structure, threats, associated species, man- 
agement activities, plus habitat information such as soil type, landform, geology, as- 
pect, and assessment methods. 


From this information, a database can be prepared giving species summaries and his- 
tories of populations; calendars can be prepared for planning monitoring and manage- 
ment, and data forms for further monitoring can be generated. 


Groups such as the Botanical Guardians scheme (which can provide financial assis- 
tance) can help people become involved, while interested botanists can join and help 
identify new populations. 


Andy concluded his talk by showing illustrations of monitors at work in Dowling For- 
est and Rokewood Cemeteries, and a railway reserve. 


Excursion: Significant Trees around Ballarat 
Leaders: Pat and Bill Murphy 


Pat and Bill led a group of appreciative members on a mild July Ballarat excursion to 
view some significant trees growing in or close to Ballarat. They were significant for 
a variety of reasons - rarity, unusual or beautiful form, size, age or historical value. 
They were a mix of native and exotic and made me appreciate the foresight of those 
who planted them, generally well over a century ago. Many are classified by the Na- 
tional Trust; some were entered in the Mayor's Tree Competition (for native species 
only) held in 1983. 


Our first stop was to view a Cork Oak Quercus suber in a median strip in Ligar Street, 
one of the earliest mined areas of Ballarat. It is 120 years old, native to the Mediterra- 
nean where it is harvested for cork products and is sur- 
ounded by other interesting trees. One may be a Manchu- 
rian Pear, others are evergreen oaks. Fallen "nashi pear" 
ype fruit was gathered and Helen plans to make jelly - 
keep a lookout on our trading table. 


@:.... Next we entered the Eastern Oval, passed the Edwardian 
4 grandstand and admired the W.G. Grace Dutch Elm Ulmus 
3 x hollandica planted to honour a respected English crick- 
# eter who played here twice in the 1800s. The area was for- 
Soe * merly Mopoke Gully. The tree is 30m high with a spread 
Dutch Elm of 31m and needs regular maintenance. Its bare branches 
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made an attractive pattern against a blue sky, but I must 
remember to view this tree in other seasons. 


In an area behind the Ballarat ambulance station called 
Lakeland Reserve is a huge Tasmanian Bluegum Euca- 
lyptus globulus ssp. globulus. Aged 140 years, 30m high 
and similar spread it can be seen way above surrounding 

buildings. While we were admiring it a corella suddenly 


E. globulus 


\ I poked its head out of a hole quickly followed by its mate. 
“IRS \ RS They studied us intently. Another pair had flown off and 
SERN two Little Raven nests were noted. 


' Scott Parade, formerly the main road into Ballarat from 

} - Melbourne, has been planted with many trees. Opposite 
number 119 is a 130 year old Corsican pine Pinus nigra 
var. maritima grown from seed supplied by Baron von 
Mueller. It is 31.8m high, 3.38m in circumference and 
has very attractive bark - Carol calls it "jigsaw bark", 
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Pinus nigra 


A Lilly-pilly Acmena smithii aged 70 years and with numerous trunks was our next 
stop. These are not common here being naturally found in closed forests and jungle 
pockets of our east coast. This was planted to celebrate the arrival of a baby girl and 
is located in Victoria Street just east of Queen Street. 


On the 22 July 1867 Jacob Bernstein planted a Canary Island Pine Pinus canariensis 
at the Ballarat synagogue in Barkly Street. It is now a local historical landmark with 
ornamental, furrowed bark currently reddish but some- 
times yellow. At the back of the synagogue Greg 
showed us a patch of kangaroo grass - rare within Bal- 


] : 
3 Cedar cones fall apart Hel ies 


hile still on the tree. 


The site now occupied by Ballarat Secondary College 
senior campus in Barkly Street formerly held the Bal- 
larat East Town Hall surrounded by gardens. Numerous 
mature tree specimens: including a Blue Atlas Cedar 
Cedrus atlantica var. glauca are worthy of inspection. 
This tree, 140 years old, 24m high and with a huge 
spread has a circumference of 5.1m. A magpie on a nest 
was noticed. Greg explained that big mullock heaps 
were removed from near a now vanished dam on the Yarrowee Creek and used to 
construct the White Swan reservoir wall. 


Yh 


As we travelled along Barkly Street, beyond Grant Street towards Leith Street we 


observed street plantings of Willow Peppermint Eucalyptus 
nicholii. Our Leith Street stop was to admire a Red Flowering 
Gum Corymbia ficifolia bought 70 years ago for sixpence from 
Coles Variety store. This tree is curiously named as it is not a gum 
at all, being a member of the bloodwood group. It is native to Al- 
bany, WA and must be impressive when in flower. 


We travelled along Whitehorse Road to Mount Clear, observing 
Prickly Paperbark Melaleuca stypheloides street trees. Next stop 
was the University of Ballarat. The 137 year old Tasmanian  corymbia ficifolia 
Bluegum in an open quadrangle probably won the "wow" factor (formerly E. ficifolia) 
prize for the day. It also won the prize for Outstanding Tree in the 

Mayor's Great Tree competition, Two branches have fused creating additional inter- 
est. Nearby Hakea laurina specimens flowering prolifically were admired. 


We left the University and travelled to Buninyong, noting Yarra Gums E. yarraensis 
along Geelong Road, Mt Helen. 


Lunch in the gardens was followed by a rewarding stroll. Many of the trees and plants 
in the gardens were provided by von Mueller in 1866. Our first tree for close inspec- 
tion was a Spanish Fir Abies pinsapo, 110 years old, 21m tall and of beautiful form 
despite their normal form in their native Sierra Nevada, Spain being rugged. Only 10 
to 50 specimens are known (in Victoria ? I presume). A now vacant thornbill's nest 
was easily examined. Close by are other named trees. We walked through these until 
we paused on the north side of the Gong lake to see three Maples, now leafless. The 
centre one is Acer platanoides (Crimson King), the Norway Maple. It is 80 years old 
and believed to be the best example known in cultivation. Fewer than 10 of these rare 
trees are known in Victoria - Castlemaine, Camperdown and the Royal Botanic Gar- 
dens being the other sites. This Maple is between two also rare Italian Maples Acer 
opulus ssp. obtusatum. Mental note to me, visit next autumn. We followed the small 
lake to view three old Yew trees on private property. 


We left Buninyong for Clarendon. En route we noted Rough-barked Manna Gum E. 
viminalis ssp. cygnetensis on each side of the Midland Highway at Scotsburn. At 
Clarendon the owner of a tree oddity showed us where two trees have grown towards 
each other, appearing to merge. One is a Messmate Stringybark E. obliqua and the 
other a Broad-leaved Peppermint F. dives. A large trunk of the messmate has grown 
horizontally along the ground. forming a "seat" then turned upwards at the Pepper- 
mint. They are 140 years old and won the Mayor's prize 
for most unusual form or shape. 


Climbing Mt. Buninyong we noted Manna Gums F. vimi- 
nalis with bark beginning to colour nicely. Afternoon tea 


E. viminalis 
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and a stroll among other trees complete with one Koala ended a fascinating day 
viewing significant, classified, recorded, rare and beautiful trees in and to the east of 
Ballarat. Thank you Pat and Bill - now what about the other directions next year? 


Claire and Peter Dalman. 
July Meeting Points 
e 29 members and visitors were welcomed. 
° Hats are available at $8 for Members who ordered them. 
e Ballarat supplier of cloth badges was too expensive. Previous supplier 


has quoted a cost of $4.00. Moved that 100 badges be purchased from sup- 
plier. 

e Discovering Ballarat's Bushland: 1000 copies received from the print- 
ers. Available to club members for $10.00 and to the general public for 
$12.00. 

° Members requested to volunteer for campout jobs, supper roster, and 
display posters for Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. 


Show and Tell. 
e Helen Burgess: Photographs of campout at Apollo Bay. 


Field Reports 

° Carol Hall: At Mildura sewerage ponds: Pink-eared Duck and Austral- 
asian Shoveler, Black-winged Stilt, Red-Kneed Dotterel. At Hattah 
Lakes one lake with water had pair of Sea Eagles, Red-necked Avo- 
cet, Pink-eared Duck, Pelican and Black-tailed Native Hen. Also Re- 
gent Parrot, Mulga Parrot and Chestnut-crowned Babbler in National 
Park. 

° Greg Binns: Red, pink and white flowering Common Heath at Durham 
Lead. Pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles gliding low. 

° Eileen Anderson: 5 Emus on edge of forest at Mt Gambier. 

° John Gregurke: 40 Swift Parrots settled in dead tree near Horsham. 
Birds are apparently spreading further because, after 5 dry years, food 
is scarce in the Box-lronbark forests. 

° Rosemary Grundell: Barn Owl in Barkly Street, Ballarat. 
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The new Atlas of Australian Birds 


Early in July the Federal Minister for the Environment and Heritage launched the re- 
sult of Australia's largest volunteer environmental mapping project - a four year sur- 
vey of bird species over the entire continent, In fact, it is the only continental survey 
(of a whole continent) to be carried out on our planet! Although the official launch has 
taken place the new Atlas will not be available until December, if all goes to plan. 
This follows the first Atlas which documented the distribution and relative abundance 
of Australian bird species between 1977 and 1981. 


Some interesting changes have been revealed in comparing the two reports. Thirty- 
seven per cent of birds were recorded more frequently e. g. fruit eaters (parrots, curra- 
wongs, bower birds) partly as a result of horticultural expansion and also as a result of 
greater rainfall during the past four years. Honeyeaters, pigeons and wet forest species 
have also increased because of the higher rainfall and better conditions. 


Fifteen per cent of species were recorded less frequently. 
These tended to be ground-dwelling birds, woodland species 
and some waterbirds and migratory shore birds. This would 
point to the need to address problems of habitat degradation 
and clearing. Notable species affected here are the Emu, Bus- 
tard and Brolga. Emu numbers are down 50% nationally, but 
the poor little Plains Wanderer faces the greatest challenge— 
it has seen 90% of its lowland native grasslands disappear. As 
a report on the Atlas in a Sydney daily paper stated most 
aptly - "It is difficult to be a Plains Wanderer when there are 
no more grassland plains to wander", 


‘ There are some impressive statistics relating to the Atlas pro- 
\y\.Ject—over 7000 birdwatchers submitted 4.3 million bird 
\ sightings and 255,000 bird surveys from 130,000 locations in 
Australia. It is an interesting fact that 759 species were re- 
ported in comparison to 716 twenty years ago. 


ne WAAL AN a \ 
rahe BEN ERES . 
Brolgas (Hill) 


While we await the release of the Atlas, if more information is required try visiting 
Birds Australia web site at www. birdsaustralia.com.au/atlas. 


Greg Binns. 


Now available! 


Discovering Ballarat's Bushland 
Members $10, Non-members $12 


After 18 months work by the book sub-committee 
(Greg Binns, John Gregurke, Carol Hall, Pat Murphy 
and Ken Hammond) and with contributions from 
many other members - field work, writing site de- 
scriptions, typing, cartography, proof-reading, re- 
search, grant applications, provision of illustrations - 
the book which commemorates the club's 50th anni- 
versary is finished! Thank you to all the members 
who have contributed in any way to the finished product. 


Printed by FRP Printing in Traminer Court, Wendouree, the 50 page soft cover book 
describes 34 bush areas within a 50 km radius of Ballarat, has 8 pages of colour il- 
lustrations and a map. Directions to localities, facilities, flora, fauna, geology and 
history are provided together with an explanation of the landscape's evolution. Ap- 
pendices include a list of the common and scientific names of plants mentioned in 
the text and sources of further information. 


Information and Registration Forms for the VFNCA Camp 
in Ballarat on October 25-27 are now available. 


All bookings are due by September 13th. 


Members—don't forget to pay your registration if you are attending 
or assisting with the camp-out, and we hope to see as many people as 
possible at the Anniversary Dinner on the Saturday night. Bookings 
and pre-payment are essential. 


Calendar 


August 

Fri. 2 Meeting: Lichens with Dr. Kathleen Ralston 

Sat. 3 Excursion: Lichens in the Field with Kathleen Ralston 

Tues. 20 Mid-month Excursion: Clarkesdale or Enfield to check plants with 
Pat and Bill Murphy. 

Tues. 27 Committee Meeting @ Carol Hall's, 7.30 pm. 

September 

Fri. 6 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture - Platypus Research and Conservation 
with Geoff Williams, Australian Platypus Conservancy. 

Sun. 8 Excursion: Paddy Ranges with Lyle and Eileen Courtney 

a 


Supper Duty 


September: Stella Bedggood Lecture - Committee Members 
October: 


a 


Committee 

Presidentincs.sy-untetets Mrs. Carol Hall 

Vice-President.............. Mr. Greg Binns 

Secretaryites.atcatn: ttn Mr. John Gregurke 

IDPeASULeN:. rr titent te Mr. Bob Curtain 
Miss Helen Burgess.......... Mr. Les Hanrahan..,........... 
Miss Maureen Christie....... Mr. John Mildren.............. 
Mrs. Claire Dalman........... Mrs. Kay Preston.............. 


Mrs. Carol Hall (Editor)..... 


Correspondence: PO. Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. 


Email: Secretary: 
Editor: 


Website: www.ballarat-yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search Environment. 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts 
(VicRoads 254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Creswick Plaza, Creswick Rd., Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) 
at 9.30 am unless otherwise specified. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P 
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